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This handy reference guide fits into your ukulele case or pocket and is organized in a unique
dictionary style, making it easy for you to find any chord quickly. There are sections on how to
read music, tuning, movable chords, and chord derivations. An easy-to-use fingerboard chart is
included which shows all the notes on the fingerboard.

About the AuthorJames Bastien was born in Bellingham, Washington, on April 10, 1934. His
father, Clarence, was musical and played the violin. His mother, Dorothy, was a writer and a high
school Latin and journalism instructor. After living in Seattle and Florida, the family moved to
Portland, Oregon, where Jim began his piano studies with Frances Mulkey North. Subsequently,
Jim studied with the late Ariel Rubstein, the late Louis Artau, and the late Gyorgy Sandor.Jim
received his undergraduate and masters degrees from Southern Methodist University. He was a
former member of the faculties of Notre Dame University, Tulane University, Loyola University
(New Orleans), and the summer faculties of Tanglewood and the National Music Camp at
Interlochen, Michigan.Jim met his wife Jane Smisor in New Orleans in 1960. They performed as
the duo-piano team, Smisor and Bastien. In addition, Jim was a Columbia Artist accompanist
whose collaborative career included appearances with Richard Tucker and John Alexander.
During this time Jim and Jane started writing music to address the needs of their students. This
was the beginning of the Bastien piano books that have inspired so many piano students and
teachers.The Bastien piano books have been published worldwide by the Neil A. Kjos Music
Company since 1963 and are now translated into 14 languages. In 1999, The Music Teachers
National Association presented Jim and Jane with the Lifetime Achievement Award, the
association's highest honor, in recognition of their outstanding career in music and contribution
to the music profession.James W. Bastien, loving husband and father, and a passionate piano
pedagogue and musician, passed away on December 7, 2005, in La Jolla, California. During his
long career, Jim became internationally known through his contributions to piano teaching,
composing, writing, adjudication, and performing. With more than 300 publications to his credit,
the Bastien name has become synonymous with innovative piano pedagogy.
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Jenn, “Good reference. Good book but came with some pages in bad shape”

SMP, “If you own a uke you should own a copy of this book. UPDATE: I recently bought a second
copy for my kiddo who’s playing in school. I still keep my copy in my uke bag and reference it, all
these years later.Many of the reviews here are focused on how valuable this book is to a
completely new student of the ukuleke. These reviews are completely warranted. The book
starts assuming you know nothing about a ukulele at all and shows you how to do everything
from how to hold it to how to read a chord fingering chart. The "tons of chords sorted by root
letter name" pages are also exactly as described. Each page has darned near all of the chord
variations you're going to see for that named chord key and the type IS as large as some have
complained. (Clearly those folks who complain have never shared fingering charts at a group
strum. Even if your eyes are great, the person sitting next to you may need trifocals.) These
charts will answer all fingering questions quickly and efficiently....but the usefulness of this book
does not end with beginning players.Intermediate players looking to move into accompaniment,
soloing and jamming with others will also find a huge amount of usefulness in this book. The
section on movable chords is like having a copy of the crib notes version of Fretboard
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with you. Additionally, there is an entire two-page chart on chord accompaniment in the back
with cheat sheets on playing in each of the major and minor keys, along with related chords. And
then there's ALSO a quick cheat sheet in the back for the "I know this, but it's slipping my mind"
topics on major/minor keys and their signatures and the tonic structure of each chord type for
those times when you can't remember if a Minor 7th has a flat 7th or not. (It does, unlike the
Major 7th, along with the flat 3rd you would expect.)Bottom line: if you own a uke you should own
a copy of this book. It'll easily fit in your case or gig bag and be a reliable reference for you at all
levels of play short of Hill-level or Shimabukuro-level mastery.”



Mr. James, “Covers the basic chords and then some. Very nice for this price range.. This is
exactly what I was looking for. I needed something with large enough print that I could lay open
and read while I was playing my ukulele but small enough to throw in my ukulele bag. The
dimensions of this book are 4 1/2 inches by 12 inches so not really what you would call pocket
size. This is the happy compromise of not too bulky but yet easy to read. This is a must for
beginning to moderate ukulele players, 48 pages with the basic chords, including a ton of
moveable major/minor chords and more. If you are more a more accomplished ukulele player
you might consider one of the more comprehensive Ukulele Chord Encyclopedia's, which
includes hundreds and hundreds of lesser used chords. For me, particularly for the price, this
chord dictionary is more than sufficient to cover my needs. Add a circle of fifths chart for chord
progressions and transposing and you should be set to go. Wish I would have had this when I
first bought my ukulele.”

YoungatHeartWriter, “Very helpful! Comes with lots of extra info. This chord book is very helpful
and I like the size of it. It is long and narrow so perfect to fit in your uke bag. It is easy to read
and the chord charts are large print so easy to see if you are playing or using it as a reference. It
has a fret board chart on the back cover and everything you would need to know on the basics
of music like which fingers go on which chords, note info, and lots of other little things. It also
has a movable chord section.”

SwimMom, “Love the portability and ease of reference.... This is a nice little chord reference
book. It fits perfectly in the padded bag with my soprano uke. I like how they organized the book
for quick reference. This book is very light and small. My only quip is that is is not very durable. It
was delivered in a padded bubble envelope and was a little battered and bent upon arrival. I was
hoping that it would be laminated for outdoor use, etc BUT the cheaper price should have been
a clue as to the paper quality. I won't take off any stars, though, as I am not going to be rough
with it around my uke. Lamination would have been a plus.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Ukulele book. Good for basic chord info”

Melicon, “My favorite ukulele chord dictionary!. Many books come with a free chord dictionary
that probably has the same information as this book. What sets this book apart is the way the
book is organized in an easy to find way- all of the chords are separated by note instead of by
what key you are playing in. This makes this book an easy quick reference book. The book also
has the notes of the fretboard nicely labeled and easy to see on the back cover. After switching
around different instruments, I use this book to review the fretboard and different chords. I have
also used this book for converting songs to ukulele tabs. I love the organization of this book and
how quick and easy it is to use to where for those rare times I need a chord that is not listed, I
use the internet and write it in the book.”



N8 H., “Moveable Chords. I really like this book. Basically, it covers every chord you are going to
encounter. Everything is clearly explained. It's worth the price for the moveable chords. There
are many of them, ranging from major chords to seventh chords to minor sixths--and a few
others as well. These fingerings have been very valuable for me. They have provided me with
ways to play chords that that my fat fingers just can't handle otherwise.”

Shubunkin, “Invaluable, a perfect aid for beginners.. I've ordered a few books aimed at people
learning ukulele and have been left confused and frustrated by all of them. They all start with
pages of waffle about how great they are, how simple and helpful...then leap straight into
complicated and confusing terminology, often failing to explain small things that leave you
frustrated and unable to understand.This is just a very simple little book that gets straight to the
important information you need to understand some of that confusing terminology. As well as all
the great chord diagrams it also explains in a succinct way, the symbols used in sheet music and
how it's written...that has helped me a lot as I've never been taught how to read music and all the
guides...including the guides for dummies...have left me ripping my hair out and wanting to throw
my ukuleles on a bonfire! This book is quite simply a little gem, if I can understand it (and my
brain is obviously not wired up to understand the 'simple' explanations that other people find
helpful), I'd say anyone should be able to understand it and find it useful. As it's so cheap I may
buy multiple copies so I can keep one in each of my gig bags so I'm never without it wherever I
go!”

H. Morrell, “Great little chord dictionary. This ukulele chord dictionary is well organised to allow
you to find chords quickly. Unlike some chord dictionaries it has the chords listed alphabetically,
so you start with all different types of A and Am chords, then Ab and Abm chords, then B and
Bm chords, etc. It certainly isn't an exhaustive list but it covers all the basic chords and most of
the extensions you would need. It also has a handy chart on the back which shows all the notes
on the fingerboard.It is advertised as "fits into your uke case or pocket" but it doesn't fit into my
soprano uke case, and I think you would be somewhat uncomfortable if you tried to fit this into
your pocket. But never mind, it's still a great book to have handy!”

daisy, “Everything you would ever need. This dictionary is perfect, it's got everything ukuele and
more for intermediate and furtherNice quick look up chords.”

davidh78, “Simple, clear chord book.. A great, clear little chord book. While as a guitar player
you can transpose and chords quite easily (a Uke is like a guitar tuned to A with two less strings)
I'm sure it'll be easier to just flick through this guide on occasion. I bought it primarily as a
teaching aid to use with my kids and other new uke players. The size and shape of the book
makes it perfect to slip into a Uke case.”

Cecile, “Simple and easy to use.. Good basic chords to start you off and move you a bit further



along.  Finally no more frustrating google searches.”

The book by Morton Manus has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 789 people have provided feedback.
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